Developmental Psychology
PSYC 320-03
CFST 320-03 / YLST 320-03
Instructor: Jackie Parke, Psy.D.
Office Hours: By Appointment
Required Textbook
Berk, L. E. (2014). Exploring lifespan development (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson.
Additional handouts and websites may be utilized.
Course Description
Prerequisites: PSYC 103C. An exploration of human development through the biological,
behavioral, cognitive, sociocultural, and spiritual perspectives in a lifespan approach
(from conception through death). The course is recommended early in the major and is a
prerequisite for other psychology courses.
Relation of Course to Institutional Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s)
1. Integration of Faith and Learning: Students will develop and articulate a
Biblical worldview informed by a Pentecostal perspective, integrating faith with
learning. Students will integrate faith and psychology throughout this course.
They will be challenged through classroom discussions/activities and written
assignments to think critically about the degree to which various developmental
perspectives are consistent or inconsistent with a Biblical worldview.
2. Cultural Competency and Citizenship: Students will understand and practice
effective local, national, and global citizenship and demonstrate appreciation of
diverse psychological, social, historical, and artistic aspects of culture. This will
be woven throughout reading assignments and classroom discussions. Students
will also complete a written assignment that focuses upon lifespan development in
one specific country.
3. Communication: Students will demonstrate effective, college-level written and
oral communication skills. Students in this course are required to submit their
“cultural paper” writing assignment to the university writing center prior to their
submission of a final draft for the course. Students will also receive feedback on
their written assignments pertaining to the content as well as the style of their
written communication. Classroom participation is also a component of students’
grade in this course, which includes verbal participation in classroom and small
group discussions.

4. Critical Thinking: Students will develop and apply qualitative and quantitative
critical thinking skills. Students in this course will develop and apply qualitative
and quantitative critical thinking skills through classroom discussions that require
their ability to think critically about developmental perspectives and apply that
knowledge. Students will also evidence critical thinking skills in their exams and
assignments for this course. Both major assignments for this course involve a
graded component for critical thinking.
5. Holistic Living: Students will appreciate and demonstrate a holistic view of
health and living. Students are encouraged to maintain a healthy body, mind, and
spirit as they structure their time and energy for this course. Additionally, students
will read about these topics in the textbook for this course, will reflect upon how
these skills apply to themselves, and will consider how these skills apply for
people in another country in the “cultural paper” written assignment.
6. Information Competency: Students will demonstrate foundational technology
skills that allow one to locate and evaluate the integrity of information, and to
understand the ethical uses of information. Students in this course experience
guided discovery in critically evaluating various psychological research pertaining
to developmental psychology. This occurs through classroom discussions as well
as through feedback on written assignments. Students will be required to locate
psychology research articles and integrate them appropriately and thoughtfully
into a written assignment.
Course Fulfillment
This course meets elective upper division requirements for all students, regardless of
major. It is a requirement for the Major in Psychology.
Online Component
This class will utilize Vanguard University’s online courseware—Moodle. Each student
will be required to set up an account. Throughout the course of the semester, the
instructor and teaching assistants will utilize the course site to post lectures, activities,
and a variety of material. Additionally, you will be able to track your grades and course
progress. Please set up an account and log in at learn.vanguard.edu.
Summary of General Course Policies
1. All written assignments must be in APA format. The cultural paper (but not the
creative assignment) must be submitted to the stamped by the writing center
and revised according to writing center feedback prior to being submitted for this
course’s assignment requirements. This means that, for the cultural paper
assignment:
a. The final version of the writing assignment should be submitted via
Moodle by midnight on the due date.
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2.
3.
4.
5.

b. A hard copy of the assignment that is stamped by the writing center
should be turned in during class on or before the assignment’s due date.
All written assignments must be typed and turned in via Moodle by midnight on
their due date. Late submission of assignments will result in a 10% point
deduction from the assignment grade per day late.
There is no make-up work or rescheduling for in-class quizzes/activities, guest
questions, or written assignments.
If you have a documented disability (learning or otherwise) that requires special
accommodations, it is your responsibility to notify me during the first two weeks
of the course so that arrangements may be made.
Incomplete grades are only given in cases of severe medical emergency or death
of a close family member (documentation is required).

Course Requirements and Assignments
1. Both attendance and participation are important to your learning in general as
well as to this class in particular. Both count toward your final grade in this course
as well.
2. There will be twelve in-class chapter quizzes administered (see course schedule
for dates). These 10-question quizzes will primarily cover content that was
included in the reading assignment for the corresponding chapter. They will also
challenge you to use critical thinking regarding the material you read.
3. There will be four in-class exams administered (see course schedule for dates).
Each exam will contain material from the assigned reading as well as relevant
lecture, discussion, activities, and classroom media presentations. It is the
responsibility of the student to notify the instructor as soon as practically possible
if an exam will be missed. Makeup exams will only be granted in the event of
extenuating circumstances (e.g., a family emergency, unforeseen illness, etc.).
4. Students will submit six sets of guest questions, one set per guest. These “guests”
will be people representing various phases of the developmental lifespan. They
will be interviewed by the class based on questions written by students. Students
should post three questions to the Moodle forum that are somehow inspired by
the reading but not duplicating a question posted by another student. The
questions should be submitted by midnight prior to the guest’s visit.
5. There is an optional, take-home final exam in this course. The exam will be
comprehensive, testing material learned in the course throughout the entire
semester. It will contain material from the assigned reading as well as relevant
lecture, discussion, activities, and classroom media presentations. Students who
are satisfied with their grade in the course may choose not to take the final. The
grade on the final exam can be used to replace the student’s lowest exam score or
to substitute for a missing exam (though this needs to be approved by the
instructor at the time the exam is missed). Taking the optional final exam cannot
lower your course grade.
6. Students will write a cultural paper for this course that focuses upon lifespan
development in one specific country. See the grading rubric at the end of this
syllabus for more information regarding how this will be graded.
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7. Students will also complete a creative assignment that involves creative
expression of their learning during this course, accompanied by a three-page
paper explaining how what they created could be used to facilitate teaching
someone a topic or idea from this course. See the grading rubric at the end of this
syllabus for more information regarding how this will be graded.
Evaluation Components
Graded Component
Point Value
Attendance (3 points per day)
84
Participation
84
12 Chapter Quizzes (10 points each)
120
4 In-class Exams (100 points each)
400
6 Sets of Guest Questions (10 points each)
60
Final Take-home Exam
Optional
Cultural Paper
100
Creative Assignment
100
Total Possible Points =
948
NOTE: All written assignments must be turned in by midnight on their due date via
Moodle. Late submission of assignments will result in a 10% point deduction from
the assignment grade per day late.
Grading Scale
Your grade in this class is determined by the total number of points you have at the end
of the semester, regardless of the points of other students. There is no “curve” for
grading.
The grading scale is as follows:
Letter Grades (Based On % of Total Points)
93% - 100% = A
73% - 76.9% = C
90% - 92.9% = A70% - 72.9% = C87% - 89.9% = B+
67% - 69.9% = D+
83% - 86.9% = B
63% - 66.9% = D
80% - 82.9% = B60% - 62.9% = D77% - 79.9% = C+
00% - 59.9% = F
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Letter Grades (Based On Number of Total Points)
930 – 1000 = A
730 – 769 = C
900 – 929 = A700 - 729 = C870 – 899 = B+
670 – 699 = D+
830 – 869 = B
630 – 669 = D
800 – 829 = B600 – 629 = D770 – 799 = C+
0 – 599
= F
Attendance
Attendance and participation are both important aspects of your learning experience in
general and this course in particular. There will be a sign-in sheet during each class
session, and it is your responsibility to sign in at the beginning of each class session. If
you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain any assignments and submit them on
the required due date.
Makeup Examinations
It is the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor as soon as practically possible
if an exam will be missed. Makeup exams will only be granted in the event of
extenuating circumstances (e.g., a family emergency, unforeseen illness, etc.). Each
student needing to take a make-up exam must schedule an acceptable time with the
professor. The professor reserves the right to alter the style of the make-up examination.
There will be no make-up work on written assignments or in-class quizzes.
Accommodations
For students with documented medical or psychological disabilities, documented
temporary illness that requires missing one week of classes, or documented chronic
illness please contact Kerry Kimble, the Coordinator of Disability Services, to request
reasonable accommodations. The Coordinator of Disability Services is located in the
Counseling Center on the second floor of the Scott Academic Center and can be reached
at extension 6483 or by email at kerry.kimble@vanguard.edu or
disabilityservices@vanguard.edu.
For students with a documented learning disability who would like to request classroom
accommodations, please contact Barbi Rouse, the Director of Learning Skills, located
upstairs in Scott Academic Center at extension 6478 or by email at
barbi.rouse@vanguard.edu.
Academic Integrity
Students who violate university standards of academic integrity are subject to disciplinary
sanctions, including failure in the course and suspension from the university. Since
dishonesty in any form harms the individual, other students, and the university, policies
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on academic integrity are strictly enforced. I expect that you will familiarize yourself
with the academic integrity guidelines found in the current student handbook.
IMPORTANT: Work must be ORIGINAL; plagiarism is a very serious offense, will
likely lead to failure of the assignment, and may even lead to failure of the course or
expulsion from the university (please see current University Catalog). If students have
any questions about what is or is not plagiarism, they should be sure to consult with the
instructor BEFORE submitting an assignment.
Course Schedule
Date

Topic

Reading / Assignments Due

Monday, January 12th

Introduction to Course

None

Wednesday, January 14th

History, Theory, and Research
Strategies

Chapter 1
Quiz: Chapter 1

Monday, January 19th

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday (No Class)

None

Wednesday, January 21st

History, Theory, and Research
Strategies

Chapter 1

Monday, January 26th

Genetic and Environmental
Foundations

Chapter 2
Quiz: Chapter 2

Wednesday, January 28th

Prenatal Development, Birth,
and the Newborn Baby

Chapter 3
Quiz: Chapter 3

Monday, February 2nd

Prenatal Development, Birth,
and the Newborn Baby

Chapter 3

Wednesday, February 4th

Physical Development in
Infancy and Toddlerhood

Chapter 4
Quiz: Chapter 4

Monday, February 9th

Exam #1: Chapters 1-4

Wednesday, February 11th

Cognitive Development in
Infancy and Toddlerhood

Chapter 5
Quiz: Chapter 5

Monday, February 16th

President’s Day Holiday
(No Class)

None
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Wednesday, February 18th

Emotional and Social
Development in Infancy and
Toddlerhood

Chapter 6
Infancy/Toddlerhood Guest
(Questions Due 2/17 by
Midnight)

Monday, February 23rd

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Early
Childhood

Chapter 7
Quiz: Chapter 7

Wednesday, February 25th

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Early
Childhood

Chapter 7
(Have you scheduled an
appointment with the writing
center yet to review your
cultural paper?)

Monday, March 2nd

Emotional and Social
Development in Early
Childhood

Chapter 8
Quiz: Chapter 8

Wednesday, March 4th

Exam #2: Chapters 5-8

Monday, March 9th

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Middle
Childhood

Chapter 9
Cultural Paper Due
(No Quiz)

Wednesday, March 11th

Emotional and Social
Development in Middle
Childhood

Chapter 10
Middle Childhood Guest
(Questions Due by 3/10 at
Midnight)

Monday, March 16th

Spring Recess (No Class)

None

Wednesday, March 18th

Spring Recess (No Class)

None

Monday, March 23rd

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Adolescence

Chapter 11
Quiz: Chapter 11

Wednesday, March 25th

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Adolescence

Chapter 11

Monday, March 30th

Emotional and Social
Development in Adolescence

Chapter 12
Adolescent Guest
(Questions Due 3/29 by
Midnight)
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Wednesday, April 1st

Exam #3: Chapters 9-12

Monday, April 6th

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Early
Adulthood

Chapter 13
Chapter 13 Quiz

Wednesday, April 8th

Emotional and Social
Development in Early
Adulthood

Chapter 14
Early Adult Guest
(Questions Due 4/7 by
Midnight)

Monday, April 13th

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Middle
Adulthood

Chapter 15
Quiz: Chapter 15

Wednesday, April 15th

Emotional and Social
Development in Middle
Adulthood

Chapter 16
Middle Adult Guest
(Questions Due 4/14 by
Midnight)

Monday, April 20th

Exam #4: Chapters 13-16

Wednesday, April 22nd

Physical and Cognitive
Development in Late
Adulthood

Chapter 17
Quiz: Chapter 17

Monday, April 27th

Emotional and Social
Development in Late
Adulthood

Chapter 18
Late Adulthood Guest
(Questions Due 4/26 by
Midnight)

Wednesday, April 29th

Death, Dying, and
Bereavement

Chapter 19
Quiz: Chapter 19
Creative Assignment Due

May 4th - 7th
(Finals Week)

No reading assignments or
class meetings

Optional: Comprehensive
Take-home Final Due by
Wednesday, May 6th at
midnight (upload via Moodle)
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Grading Rubric for Cultural Paper
The cultural paper is designed as a reflection of God’s “heart for the nations” and
involves describing what development across the lifespan is like for people in a specific
country.
The paper should be at least eight pages in length and written in APA format. Students
will probably find that books written about the specific country will probably be most
beneficial, though some online sources may be utilized as well. Psychological research
from at least two empirical articles should be integrated into the paper. Ideally, this
research will have been conducted on people in the country of focus; if no psychological
research has been conducted on the country, you can cite two research articles from a
somewhat similar country and explain why comparable research studies should be
conducted in the country of focus. Note that you should write about a country other than
the United States.

Ì
Ì
Ì
Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì
Ì
Ì

APA format title page
APA format abstract
Includes an introduction section that transitions
the reader into the paper and the country of focus
Speaks to the question: “What is life like for
people in this country?” for at least five of the
following seven phases of development:
1. Prenatal Development and Birth
2. Infancy and Toddlerhood
3. Early/Middle Childhood
4. Adolescence
5. Early/Middle Adulthood
6. Late Adulthood
7. End of Life
Integrates findings from at least two empirical
research articles published recently (within the
past 10 years)
Integrates discussion of how the kingdom of
God/faith in Christ seem to manifest in the
country*
Demonstrates critical thinking by synthesizing
and integrating information, rather than just
repeating it
APA format references section
At least eight pages in length
Overall writing style and APA formatting

Points
Possible
2
2

Points
Earned

3

35

20
20
5
3
5
5
Total = 100

Grade =
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A rough draft of this cultural paper, stamped by the writing center during an inperson appointment, must be submitted in class on or before the due date; the final
paper should be submitted via Moodle by midnight of the due date. Not having the
writing center proofread a draft will result in a 15% deduction from the total grade
for the paper; only having the writing center digitally proofread will result in a 10%
deduction.
Grading Rubric for Cultural Paper (Continued)
* You can feel free to reflect on any themes that you discover about this faith integration
piece, but examples might include discussing a country’s spiritual/religious
demographics, general spiritual landscape, history of missions/churches, freedom of
religious expression or lack thereof, common perceptions of or attitudes toward
Christianity (positive or negative), or persecution of followers of Christ. You can also
consider questions such as:
Ì
Ì
Ì
Ì

How do you view this country’s culture through the “eyes of faith”?
To what extent are aspects of this country’s culture consistent/inconsistent with
your understanding of a Biblical worldview?
What passages of scripture do you consider especially relevant to this country?
What do you think God might see as he looks upon the people of this country?
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Grading Rubric for Creative Assignment
The creative assignment is an opportunity for you as a student to use a creative form of
expression of your choosing in order to convey your learning during this course. The
purpose of the assignment is to solidify your learning while also allowing you to have fun
and engage with the course content in a manner that is meaningful for you. It’s designed
to encourage creativity and divergent thinking as opposed to just “memorizing
information” for an exam.
For this assignment, think of something you could create that would be helpful/useful to
you if you had to teach someone a topic(s) or idea(s) you’ve learned during this course.
Research suggests that students learn best by teaching, so imagine that you will be
teaching someone something you’ve learned from this course and that whatever you
create for this assignment will facilitate that teaching.
Pick at least one form of creative expression that you would like to engage in. This can
take any form(s) you would like – it’s really up to you – but possible examples include:
Brochure or pamphlet
Poster
YouTube video
Interactive website
Music, song, or mix CD

Poem or short story
Children’s book
Sculpture
Drawing or painting
Photography

Infographic
Culinary recipe
Clothing, jewelry, etc.
Boardgame
Other

Whatever form you choose, you will turn in your creation during class. You will also
submit a three-page paper via Moodle that explains what you created, reflects upon the
process of what it was like for you to create it, and how you could use it to teach at least
one idea or topic you’ve learned during this course. Note that this three-page paper
does not need to be submitted to the writing center.
Points Possible
Creation
Ì Turned in on or before the deadline
Ì Reflects personal creativity and serious effort
Paper
Ì APA format title page
Ì At least three pages of content (not counting
title page)
Ì Explains what was created and reflects upon
the process of creating it
Ì Demonstrates critical thinking in explaining
how what was created could be used to teach
an idea or topic from this course
Ì Overall writing style and APA formatting

Points Earned

30
30
5
5
10
15
5
Total = 100
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Grade =

